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CHAPTER XXXVI
THE ALPHABET

I stoop not to despair
For I have battled with mine agony
And made mo wings wherewith to overfly
She narrow circuit of my dungeon wall

Byron

On the next day the 10th we marched
through Culpeper I recognized the place
I had straggled through it ou the road to
Gettysburg Again we went into bivouac
carlv

That afternoon I again thought of Dr
Frosts advice to hold to any clew I should
ever get and work it out I had a clew
I wondered how I could make a step to ¬

ward an end
To recover a lost name seemed difficult

The Doctor had said will was required
My will was good I began with the pur-
pose

¬

of thinking all names that I could
recall ily list was limited Naturally
my mind went over the roll of Co II
which from having heard so often I knew
by heart Adams Bell Bellot and so on the
work brought an idea I remembered hear¬

ing someone say that a forgotten name
might be recovered with the systematic
use of the alphabet I wondered why I
had not thought at once of this I felt
a great sense of relief I now had a pur
pose and a plan

At once I began to go through the Abs
JThe first name I could get was Abbey the
next Abbott and so on through all names
built upon the letter A I knew nobody
by such names My lost name might be
one of these but it did not seem to be
and I had nothing to rely upon except the
hopo that the real name when found
would kindle at its touch a spark in my
memory Finally all tho As were ex-
hausted

¬

nothing
Then I took up regularly and patiently

the Bs They resulted In nothing I tried
C both hard and soft thinking intently
whether the sound awoke any response in
xny brain

I abandoned the soft C but hard C did
not sound impossible I stored it up for
future examination

Then I went through D and E and so
on down to G which I separated into two
sounds as I had already done with C soft
and hard This examination resulted in
my putting hard G alongside of hard C

II I and J were examined with like
result nothing

The K was at onco given a place with
the preferred letters

L M X O were speedily rejected
At P I halted long and at last decided

to hold it in reserve but not to givo it
equal rank with the others

Q gave me little trouble I ran down all
possible names in Qu and rejected all

The remainder of tho letters were ex-
amined

¬

and discarded
In order of seniority I now had the fol-

lowing
¬

initial letters C hard G hard
and K with P a possibility

It was now very late but I could not
sleep My mind was active though I
found to my surprise that it was more
nearly calm than it had been for days I
knew that I ought to sleep but I seemed
on track of discovery It had taken me
hours of unremitting labor to get where
I was monotonous but interesting labor
and it would likely take me hours more
to advance a single step farther

A sudden idea presented itself What
If the name was n very unusual name one
in fact that I had never heard or seen
written except as the name of this Doc-
tor

¬

This thought included other thoughts
one was the idea of a written name I

had been following but one line of ap-
proach

¬

while there were two souud and
form I had not considered the written
approach but now I saw the importance
cf that process Another thought was
whether it would help mo for the name to
be not merely unusual but entirely un-
known

¬

I could not decide this question
I saw reasons for and against If It was
an utterly unknown name except as ap- -

filied to the Doctor I might never recover
might continue to roll names and

names through my brain for years without
result if my brain could bear such thought
for so long I pictured in fancy an old
man who had forgotten in time bis own
name and had accepted another wasting
and having wasted tho years of his life
In hunting a word impossible and value-
less

¬

But I fought this fear and put
it to sleep The uncommon name would
caute mc to reject all common names per¬

haps at first presentation my attention
would bo concentrated on peculiar sounds
and forms If my mind were now in con-
dition

¬

to respond to the name I might get
It very soon

In debating this point I suppose that I
lost sight of my objective for I sank to
Bleep

At daylight I was awake My mind
held fast the results of the nights work
I wrote as follows

C G K P
Before we marched I had arranged in

groups the names that impressed me I
had C without any following

For G I had Gayle or Gail
For K Kame Karnes Kean Key Kin-

ney
¬

Knight
For I only Payne
We murched My head was full of my

list of name I knew them without look-
ing

¬

at what I had written
All at onco I dropped the C I had

failed to add to the baro initial nothing
In my thought could follow that C

Why had I held the C so long There
must be some reason What was its pe-
culiarity

¬

The question was to bo solved
before I would leave it It did not takelong I decided that I had been attracted
to it simply because its sound was iden
tical with K Then K looked up large in
my iimiu nnu iook enormous precedence

The name Payne was ciren un
But another or rather similar question

arose in regard to Payne If K was so
prominent why had Payne influenced me
It took me an hour to find the reason but
I found it for I had determined to find itIt was simple after all the attractionlay in the latters At mu n I
nddid to my Ks the name Kavne al-
though

¬

the name evoked no interestThinking of this name 1 saw that Kane
was muiu easier and added it to my list
wondering why I had not thought of it

The process of exclusion continued WhvKinney And whv KnfolitV Tin
liantv in Kinney seemed to be the twosyllables I did not drop the name buttried to sound each of my others as two
K jiuuie

Whats that you say Jones
It was Butler marching by my side

that asked the question
I stammered some reply I had beensaying aloud Gay IeT Ka me Ka mesKay me
rm t -j no marcu continued I knew not

A A
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whethor we wore passing through woods
or fields My head was bent my eyes
looked on the ground but saw it not My
mouth was shut but words rolled their
sounds through my ears monotonous
sounds with but one or two consonants
and one or two vowels

Suddenly association asserted Itself I
thought of Capt Haskells quotation from
some Persian poet what was tho poets
name I soon had it Khayyam pro-
nounced

¬

Ki yam I added Khayyam and
Kiyani to my list We marched on

Why Knight I did not know My
work seemed to revolve about K h I felt
greatly encouraged witli Khayyam pro-
nounced

¬

Ki yam which had the K sound

f v

WAS BEFORE I SAW A WOMAN SIDE
SHE WAS I KNEW HER NAME LYDIA

and in form had the h But was there
nothing more in Knight Nothing except
the ultimate t and the long vowel and the
vowel I had also in Ki yam the lines
converged every way toward Ki or to
ward pronounced Ki

Again I tried using the long
sound of i Gi Ie me Ki me me
Ki me and kept on repeating me in
voluntarily holding to tho unfamiliar
sound

For a long time I worked without any
result and I became greatly puzzled Then
a help came The name was that of a
doctor I repeated over and over Doc-

tor
¬

Gay le Doctor Ka me Doctor Ka mes
Doctor Kay ne Doctor le Doctor
Ki me Doctor Ki mes Doctor Ki yam
The last name sounded nearly right

The face of my dream was yet easily
called up a swarthy face with bright
black eyes and a great brow I repeated

the words again and at each name I
brought my will to bear and tried to fit
the face to the name Doctor Gay le
they do not fit Doctor Ka me they do not
fit Doctor Kay ne no Doctor le stU
less Doctor Ki me Doctor Ki me Do- -

Ki me
The words riveted me They did not

satisfy me yet they dominated other
words The strangeness of the name did
not affect mc in fact the namo was1
neither strange familinr and just be-
cause

¬

the name did not sound strange I
took courage and hope I reasoned that
such a name ought to sound fctrangc and
that it did not was cheering I was on
tho brink of something 1 knew not what

We stacked arms by the side of the
road and Ewells Corps marched by on
a road crossing ours it took so long to
go by that we were ordeied to bivouac

My brain was in n stir I asked myself
why I should attach so great importance
to the recovery of ouo mans name and
I answered that this one name was the
clew to my past life and was the begin ¬

ning of my future life the recovery of one
name would mean recovery I had re-
solved

¬

to never abandon the pursuit of this
name and I felt convinced that I should find
it and soon What was the result 1 would
risk months before I had not had the
courage to wish to know my past but now
I would welcome change 1 was wretched
alone in the world tired of life I would
hazaid the venture Then too I knew
that if my former condition should prove
unfortunate or shameful 1 ktill had the
chance to escape it by being silent if not
in any other way Nothing could be much
worse than my present state

That afternoon and night we were on
picket having been thrown forward a mile
from the bivouac of the division There
was now but opinion among the men
wbo were almost hilarious Lees army
was flanking Meade that is Ewcll and
Hill for Iongbtreet had been sent to
Georgia with his corps But why were
we making such short marches Several
reasons were advanced for this Wilson
said we were getting as near as possible
first taking a running start to use his
words Youmans thought that Gen Lee
wanted to save the army from straggling
before the day of battle Mackay thought
Kvell would make the long march and
that we imiht wait on his movement Wil-
son

¬

said that could not be so as Ewcll
hud murched to our right

Nobody had any other belief than that
we were getting around Meade We were
now almost lit the very spot within a
few miles of it from which Jacksons
rapid march to Popes rear had begun
while Meade now occupied Popes former
position Could Gen Lee hopo that
Meade with Popes example staring him
in the face would allow himself to be en ¬

trapped This question wns by
the men

that the movement tf
army through the Valley last June

when we went into Pennsylvania would
be tho first thing Moado would recall

Wilson answered this by saying that the
season was too far advanced for Meade
to fear so great a movement still Wilson
thought that Gen Meade would hardly
suppose that Lee would try to effect the
very thing had once succeeded in be--

Co catc for bim wbo bas bontc tbc battle ano roc bis wlow auo orpbans
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sides he said every General must provide
against every contingency but it is clearly
impossible to do so and in neglecting some
things for others runs his risks and
takes his chances Meade would not re-

treat
¬

until he knew that the flank move-
ment

¬

was in progress to retreat in fear
of huving to retreat would be nonsense
and if Meade waited only a few hours
too long it would be all up with him and
that if he started too early Lee might
change his tactics and follow the retreat

On the picket line my search was kept
up We were near the North Fork of the

No enemy was on side
of the river at least in our front Before
nightfall we had no videts for we over-
looked

¬

tho river and every man was a
vidct as it were I lay in the line try-
ing

¬

to take the first step leading to the
of my life

Doctor Ki mc Doctor Ki me Doctor
Ki me

The words clung to mo obstinately
Every other name had been abandoned
I asked not why words
with weaker power to hold me had been
dropped Yet Ki me strong as it was
was imperfect It did not seem wrong
but deficient rather something was need ¬

ed to complete It what was that some-
thing

¬

osr

THE DOCTOR 2IE BY HIS
HIS DAUGHTER

repeatedly
Ki Ki

Ki
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all

Gi

all

nor

all

one
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Evcning was drawing on Again I
thought of Khayyam and I wondered why
I vexed my brain to know why Was it
because Khayyam was a poet No that
could be no reason Was it because he
was a Persian I could seo no connec-
tion

¬

there Was it because of the pecu-
liar

¬

spelling of the name It might be
What was the peculiarity One of form
not sound I roust think again of the
written or printed name not the sound
only of tho word

Then I tried Doctor Khay me but
failed

I knew that I had said Ki me and
had not thought of Khay me

By an effort that made my head ache
I said Doctor Ki me and ¬

reproduced Doctor Khay me with let-

ters
¬

before ray brain It would not do
Yet though this double process had

failed I was not discouraged I thought
of no other name Everything else had
been definitely abandoned Without rea-
soning

¬

upon it I knew that the name was
right and I knew as if by intuition how
to proceed to a conclusion I tried again
and knew beforehand that I should suc-
ceed

¬

This last time for as I say I knew it
would be the last I did three things

There was yet light I was lying in
my place in the line on top of the hill a
man five paces from me on either side I
wrote Doctor Khayme I held the words
before my eyes I called the face of my
dream before me I said to tho face Doc-
tor

¬

Ki me

CHAPTElt XXXVII
A DOUBLE

One of these men is genius to the other
And so of these which is the natural

man
And which tho spirit Who deciphers

them Shakspcre
The Doctor was before me I saw a

woman by his side She was his daugh-
ter

¬

I knew her name Lydia
Where were they now Where were

they ever Her face was full of sweet¬

ness and dignity yes and care It would
havo been the face of my fancy but for
the iook orcare

Unutterable yearning came upon me I
could not sec the trees on the bank of the
river

For an instant I had remained without
motion without breath Now I felt that
I must move or die

I rose and began to stamp my feet
which seemed asleep Peculiar physical
sensations shot through my limbs I felt
drunk and leaned on my rifle My hands
were one upon the other upon the muzzle
my chin resting on my hands my eyes to
the north star teclng nothing

Nothing Yes beyond that nothing I
saw a vision a vision of paradise

The vision changed I saw two men in
gray running across a bare hill a shell
burst over their heads one threw up his
hands violently and fell The picture van¬

ished
Another picture was before me The

man not the one who had fallen was
making his painful way alone in the night
he went on and on until he was swallowed
by the darkness

Again he appeared to me He was sit-
ting

¬

in a tent an olllcer in blue uniform
was showing him a map I could seo the
face of neither olllcer nor man both were
In blue

Farther back into the past seemingly
this man was pushed I saw him stand ¬

ing on a shore witli Dr Khayme and
Lydia I saw- - him sick in a tent and Dr
Khayme by him yes and Lydia

Still further the scene shifts back I
see the man in blue helping another man
to walk They go down Into a wood and
hide themselves in a secret place I can
see the spot I know it it is the place I
saw at Manassas The man helps his
companion The man breaks his gun The
two go away

So after all that gun at Manassas had
never been mine it bad belonged to this
man

Who was this min
A Eoldier evident

U
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Rappahannock

reconstruction

involuntarily

simultaneous-
ly

What was his name
I did not know
Why did he sometimes wear a bluo uni ¬

form
He must be a Confederate spy of course

he is a Confederate spy
My memory refused to nnnnnnn this

man I had known that I
the Doctor and I had

should recover i prze t000 won 7 Iaac Kendall Scotts Bluff Neb by guess 230740219
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Doctors name- - would bo the key to unlock
all the past so that my memory would
be suddenly complete and continuous but
now 1 found the Doctor supplanted by a
strange man whoso name even I did not
know nnd who acted mysteriously some
times seeming to be a Confederate and at
other times a Federal 1 must exert my
will and get rid of this man ho disturbs
mc he is not real perhaps I have eaten
nothing I have fever perhaps this man
is a creation of my fever I will get rid
of him

I forced the Doctor to appear This
time ho was sitting in an ambulance but
not alone he men was with turn X

banished tho picture and tried again
Another scene Jhe Doctor and the

man and Willis lying hidden in a straw
stack Ah Willis That name has come
back

Who is Willis
I do not know only Willis
It is a mistake to be following up the

man uan l not recall tho Doctor with-
out this disturbing shape I try hard and
the Doctors face Hits by and vanishes be
foro I can even tell its outline

I forced the Doctor to appear and reap-
pear

¬

but he would remain an instant only
and be gone instead of him this strange
man persisted and contrary to my will

My heart misgave nie Had I been fol
lowing a delusion Was there no Dr
Khayme after all and worse than that
no Lydia Her faco was again before mc
That look of care oi worse than care
anxiety could it be mere fancy No
the face was the face of my fancy but
tho look was its ownt I recognized the
face but the expression was not due to
my thought or to my error it was inde
pendent of me

I saw the Doctor and Lydia and Willis
and the Man Always the Man Lydia
even could not lay the ghost of the strange
Man who sometimes Wore blue and some
times gray

Night fell I was posted as a vidct near
the river There was nothing in my front
The stars camo out and the moon I
thought of the moon ct Chanccllorsvillc
and of the moon at Gettysburg and of
my Captain lying in a soldiers gravo in
tho far off land of the enemy My brain
was not clear I Had a buzzing in my
cars I doubted all reality My fancy
bounded from this to that My nerves
were all unstrung I felt upon the bound-
ary

¬

edge of heaven and hell I knew
enough to craze me should I learn no more
I watched the moon it took the form of
Lydias face a tree bocaine tho strange
Man who would not forsiike me

Who was the Man He gave no clew
to his identity Ho was mysterious His
acts were irregular Hemust be imag-
inary

¬

only The others arc real I know
tho Doctor and his name I know Lydia
and her name I know Willis and his
name The Mans face and name are un-
known yet does he come unbidden and up-
permost and always -

I made an effort to gin at the end of
my memory and go bif I retraced our
present march then aclc to the Valley
then Falling WateiH Hagerstown
Gettysburg the march into Pennsylvania

Chancellorsville illness the march to
Fredericksburg Shepheldstown Sharps
burg Harpers Ferry Manassas the
Spot witli a broken gun and with Willis

Ah a new thought at which I stagger
for an instant then riy wound at Gainess
Mill then Dr Frost and that is all

But I have a new discovery Willis
was the injured man at second Manassas

But no that could not be second Manas ¬

sas It was first Manassas
Distinctly Willis was shot at first Ma-

nassas
¬

the Man helped Willis Why
should he help Willis

Another and puzzling thought How
should I know Willis fra Yankee soldier

I know his face and I know his name
I must hunt this thought down
Is it that I havo heard this story Not

in my present time of experience Is it
that Willis was made prisoner that day
he and his companion there in the woods
It might have been so

But did I not sec tho strange man break
his gun and go away from the spot He
was not captured

Yet I may have been hidden in the
woods near by watching these two men
I must try to remember whether I saw
what became of them

Then I imagined myself hidden behind
a log I watch the strange man he binds
up Williss leg I see him help the Ser-
geant

¬

there again a thought Willis was
a Sergeant Why could I not see that be-
fore

¬

witli the striped on his arm Of
course hidden near by I could sec that
Willis was a Sergeant but how could I
know that his name was Willis Possibly
I beard the strange man call him Take
So again it comes I have tho full name

But I must follow them if I can The
strange man helps Wilps to rise nnd puts
his gun under the Sergeants shoulder for
n crutch and helps him on the other side
They begin to move but Willis drops the
gun for it sinks into the soft ground and
is useless Then the fetrange man breaks
his gun and the two go away I seo them
moving slowly through the woods but
strange they are no farther from me than
before I must have really followed them
that day They go on and get into the
creek and climb with difliculty to the far-
ther

¬

bank and rest Again they start
they reach a stubble field I see some
straw stacks tho strange man kneels by
one of the stacks and works a hollow he
tells Willis to lie down then he speaks
to Willis again and I chruhear every word
be says lie tells Willis to go to sleep
that ho will try to get help that if he
does not vtum by noon tomorrow Willis
must look out forhftnself maybe hed
better surrender- - Arid Willis says God
bless you Jones T

And now I have the mans name Jones
a name common enough
I must hunt this Jones down where

have I known a Topes But I must not
now bo diverted by him I must stick to
Wi Us

Then I watch Willis but only for an
instant I feel entrained 4y Jones nnd I
go with Jones even though I want to see
what becomes of Willis -

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

It gets dark yet L can- - see Jones He
goes rapidly though I - feel that he is
weary He stands on n narrow road and
I hear sounds of rattlingyinrness and he
sees a wagon moving He stops and looks
at the wagon I see a man get out of the
wagon a very jninll man the man says

Is that you Jones Then I wonder who
this man is and though I wonder I yet
know that he is Dr Khayme Jones sinks
to the ground the Poctor calls for bran-
dy

¬

Then the Doctor and Jones and the
wagon turn round in my head and nil van-
ish

¬

nnd I find myself a videt on the North
Fork of the Rappahaunock and pull my-
self

¬

together with n jerk
It had been vivid intense real I did

not understand it but I could not doubt it
The relief came and I went back to the

picket line and took my place near the
right of Co II n

What next L had come to n Btop
Jones had fallen to the ground and that
was as far as X could get What had hap¬

pened to him after that
My interest in Jones had deepened I
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On Nov 3 I marched away from Shoal

Creek at G oclock in the morning and
marched 17 miles to where
I overtook the Fourth Division In con-

sequence
¬

of heavy rains Elk Itivcr was at
its flood and Gen Ewing was unable to
ford the stream there was no bridge and
no boats to use either as a ferry or to
make a pontoon bridge I went into camp
to await orders

The next morning Nov 4 Gen Smith
marched into with the First
and Third Brigades They camped tko
previous night four miles out at Second
Creek

Gen Sherman decided to make a detour
to the left head Elk Kiver He gave
the necessary orders for that purpose and
at 12 oclock the Third Division drew out
from on the Pulaski road My
brigade still had the advance
the Fourth Division

r li
1

I was ordered to march as far as Sugar
Creek while Col Alexander Gen
Matthias of the First nnd Second Bri
gades would go into camp six miles to the
rear at Andersons Creek I went into
camp on one side of Sugar Creek while

wings Fourth Division was
on tho other side The delay at Elk
Biver had brought these commands too
close together

Gen Ewing had the light of way of
road I was to await his
movements At 7 oclock a m Nov D

Gen Smith reached my camp with
other brigades We were delayed some
time I marched howover about
10 oclock Tha country was very broken
Tho road lay over a very high ridgo the
backbone between two rapid streams Tho
descent was into a nice fertile valley

which flowed Bicbland Creek The
road ran up the stream to Browns Mills
to a ford

Jfi
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Mr Browns house was below the mill
dam on the right of the stream on
the same sido that the troops were
marching tho road camo to a point near
the house then turned to the right and led
down to the ford

This stream like Elk River had been
suddenly raised by the I directed
an orderly to ride into tho stream to test
its depth I observed that the water was

three feet deep There was no way
of crossing the creek dry shod I con
eluded that it would be unwise to have
the men wade the creek clothes
on

AN UNDRESS PARADE

I sent nn orderly with my
to the officers of regiments
with instructions to have their men re
move all clothes except flannel
shirts and to their clothiug in bun
dles attached to the muzzles of guns

THIS APPARITION WAS MORE T1IAX MRS

BROWN HAD BARGAINED FOR

While arrangements were being
Adjt Gen Nichelson and other staff

ollicers were at the front gate talking to
Mr and Mrs Brown and daughter
Miss Brown They were well-to-d- o in-

telligent
¬

people and seemed much interest-
ed

¬

in the presence of the troops
In a few minutes the brigade was ready

to march the head of the column had been
halted some 50 yards or more from the
ford I gave tho command to forward
and this procession of veterans came
marching on

This apparition of four regiments oT

partially naked men was more than Mrs
Brown had bargained for she instantly
started for the house but Mr Brown nnd
his daughter proposed to see the fun The
leading regiment marched In fine order
down the and walked boldly into the
stream but the shock of that cold water
set all tongues to going they shout-
ed

¬

they yelled they screeched Those

ANOTHER POrNTER
- Heir Administration of the Pension
Office very probabe and reports of
preparations for National Encampment
at Washington will make this paper of
unusual Interest this year Show the
paper to comrades and get them to snb
soribe
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2000 men made that old valley fairly
ring The crowd at the gate never wit¬

nessed a more mirthful scene and al¬

though it was something out of the or¬

dinary to see so many naked men the or-

derly
¬

manner in which the whole business
was conducted aroused no sensation ex¬

cept that of mirth and jollity The men
made the passage in safety and put on
their dry clothes when they had crossed
the creek

We went into camp about a mile from
the ford in the shade of one of the finest
beech groves I ever saw Tho ground
was thickly strewn with dry beech leaves
and under these lay quantities of beech
nuts Every soldier had a comfortabla
bed of beech leaves that night I had
one comer of my tent filled knee deep with
leaves and there I slept soundly

We were oft the next morning at 0
oclock The night had been clear tha
morning air was cool and bracing Ica
appeared for the first time

My march was directed to Fayetteville
After struggling for a time along a mud ¬

dy rond in a creek bottom we came upon
a well kept macadamized road Here wa
turned to the right and marched steadily
forward to the town Mules horses and
men all seemed to equally enjoy the change
from the illy kept country roads which wo
had been passing for some days to this
splendid smooth hard roadway Wa
reached Fayetteville early in the after-
noon

¬

and camped near the town upon tha
bank of a beautiful clear stream My
headquarters were established close to a
large spring which gushed forth in suff-
icient

¬

volume to furnish water for the en-
tire

¬

brigade
Gen Smith with the First and Third

Brigades closed up on us at Fayetteville
as did Gen Blair with the Second Divi¬

sion coming in by another road
This town is in the midst of a prosper

ous and well developed country with good
roaus in every direction

We had some hours of leisure time oa
our hands the day was bright and there
was abundance of clear water convenient
I concluded that It would be a good tima
for the boys to clean up I sent word
to each regiment for the men to wash
their clothing this was the first oppor-
tunity

¬
they had had for some time to in¬

dulge in this luxury
There was scarcely a private soldier in

the brigade who carried a change of cloth
ing few even had an extra flannel shirt
Many men carried simply an extra pair
of socks they preferred to travel light
and draw new clothing at the end of the
great march

Uho men entered heartily into the laun ¬

dry business They washed and hung out
a part of their suits When these were
dry they washed the balance The next
day when ready to march the Second Bri¬

gade looked tidy and comfortable tha
men obviously felt better in their clean
clothing

We now directed our march upon Win¬

chester 50 miles away my brigade still
in the advance

The journey from Fayetteville to Win¬

chester was made in three days 25 miles
of this distance was covered the third
day The troops all pnshed rapidly for¬

ward to Winchester this being the placa
from which the different divisions would
direct their march to the points for cross-
ing

¬

the Cumberland Mountains
CROSSING THE CUJlBERLAND MOUNTAINS

Part of the troops were to cross at
Dechard but the Third Division was to
cross by way of Sweedens Cove

At Winchester we were in communica-
tion

¬

with the rest of the world We re-
mained

¬

in camp here for one day to make
preparations for the balance of the jour-
ney

¬

Bations were drawn and distributed
to the regiments The blacksmiths were
kept busy shoeing the horses and mules
From this point many letters were writ¬

ten to the folks at home
On the morning of Nov at G ocloct

tho Third Division marched away from
Winchester led by Gen John E Smith
its commander This was the first
march the division had made as a unit
since crossing the Tennessee Kiver My
brigade was given the rear of the col-
umn

¬

It was 10 miles to University
switch near the foot of the mountain We
reached that point before 4 oclock in tho
afternoon and went into camp

The next morning at fi oclock in com-
pliance

¬

with orders issued by Gen Smith
the ascent of tho mountain began My
brigade being assigned to the rear we did
not break camp I proposed to have the
men remain quiet and take their rest un-
til

¬

such time as the First and Third Bri
gades should get out of the way

uen smith s wish was to nave tne en-
tire

¬

division cross the mountain on that
day and encamp in Sweedens Cove that
night 1 assured bim that 1 would do my
part and that if the other troops gava
me the road in time 1 would join iura
at night in the cove

When the advancing column ot ieil


